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What is it?

A file format used to present and exchange documents reliably and without dependence on the operating system, computer hardware, or software.




Why is it important?

Since PDF files can be easily annotated with insertions, deletions, and comments via free PDF Reader software, they are an economical way to manage content reviews from remote staff.






Why does a technical communicator need to know this?

Invented by Adobe, PDF is now an open standard maintained by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). Although PDF is almost 25 years old, it has emerged as a versatile container for carrying content. PDFs can be password protected to prevent copying or editing, and they may be set to permanently delete sensitive information. All source file information is preserved, even when text, graphics, audio, 3D maps, and more are combined in a single file from multiple sources.

PDF files are searchable, and they are designed to make content accessible to people who are blind or visually impaired. PDF is the most common, standard file format for delivery of patents, court documents, and technical documentation that is under regulatory review.

PDF is not going away any time soon: persistent page and line breaks (possibly with line numbering in the left hand margin) are some of the reasons lawyers demand PDF for documents that may lead to litigation.

PDFs can contain links, buttons, form fields, audio, video, and business logic. More significantly, PDF documents can be signed electronically and are easily viewed using free Adobe Acrobat Reader software. PDFs may be edited, signed, or approved on mobile devices as well as on conventional personal computers.

PDF output is an economical means for creating universal documents that are readable on virtually any device and which support commenting, review, and electronic signatures using free software.



About Maxwell Hoffmann








Maxwell Hoffmann is a content strategist with a strong background in localization, globalization, search engine optimization and technical documentation. He has provided hands-on training to over 1,500 people in scalable, multi-channel publishing solutions. Hoffmann is a periodic author of technical how-to articles for industry journals and is also a frequent presenter at content marketing and intelligent content events. He currently serves as Product Marketing Consultant with MadCap Software and resides in Portland, Oregon
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About this Site
			Each week, we feature a guest expert who will define and help you understand an important term every technical communicator should know and understand. 52 weeks. 52 terms. 52 definitions. 52 essays from 52 experts. Defining a common language. The language of technical communication.

		Buy This Book!
			You can buy the book now, with all fifty-two definitions, essays about the importance of each term, and a full index.
Amazon, Barnes and Noble,  O'Reilly
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